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of the Capitol building for constituents and 
visitors. 

After a short, involuntary tour in Southeast 
Asia, Steve ventured to Emory University 
where he received a Master’s in recent social 
history. Along with his studies, he served as 
Speaker in the Emory University Student Leg-
islature and student body Vice President. 

Steve returned to Washington in 1973 for 
his dissertation research, titled ‘‘Scandals in 
the 1938 Senate Elections and the Passage of 
the Hatch Act.’’ Steve worked for various 
groups organizing many programs and meet-
ings on Capitol Hill for political and policy or-
ganizations before he came to work for the 
Society. Steve Livengood dedicated his career 
to the belief that the United States Capitol is 
the Temple of Democracy for the world, and 
that Congress is the most important example 
of how to implement a representative democ-
racy. Steve Livengood proudly claims that the 
United States government serves as the best 
example of government for all of humankind. 
We salute his 25 years of service to the U.S. 
Capitol Historical Society, and look forward to 
many more years of tours and public history 
lessons. 
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RECOGNIZING DANA BRISTOL- 
SMITH AS CONSTITUENT OF THE 
MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it 
is my honor to recognize Oceanside resident 
and Executive Director of Leap to Success 
Dana Bristol-Smith, as my March Constituent 
of the Month. March is Women’s History 
Month, a chance to celebrate and pay tribute 
to women and all the ways they have made 
profound impacts on our nation. While we use 
this opportunity to commemorate phenomenal 
women of the past and present, I am honored 
to include Dana in the celebrations, a woman 
who has dedicated her life to uplifting women 
every single day right here in my district. 

Dana started her Leap to Success Women’s 
Leadership program in 2008 after learning of 
the correlation between domestic violence vic-
tims’ lack of self-confidence and their ability to 
avoid returning to abusive partners. In re-
sponse to this discovery, she developed a pro-
gram to help these women own their power 
and start living for themselves again. Her pro-
gram brought immense success and joy from 
the participating women, and from then on, 
she made it her mission to expand Leap to 
Success to as many women as she can. 

With helpful guidance and an environment 
full of encouragement and love, Dana’s goal is 
for women who may be in abusive situations 
to discover the courage to find their voice, 
own their worth, and feel empowered to move 
forward in life. Dana’s community of sup-
porters help women realize that their past is 
nothing to be ashamed of, but rather, an op-
portunity to create a brighter and healthier fu-
ture. While there is so much more we must do 
to prevent domestic violence, I am grateful for 
leaders like Dana whose passion and heart 
creates hope and inspiration for women. I am 
honored to recognize her as my Constituent of 
the Month. 

U.S. ELECTION PRACTICES: AN 
INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, this 
chamber recently passed H.R. I, the ‘‘For the 
People Act,’’ significant legislation making it 
easier for American citizens to vote in U.S. 
elections and improve transparency and ac-
countability in our election process. The White 
House also recently announced a new execu-
tive order to assist this effort. These are posi-
tive developments that I welcome and support, 
but, as we all know, not everything regarding 
the conduct of elections can be done at the 
federal level. Unfortunately, many state legis-
latures are now undertaking efforts that would 
make it more difficult for eligible Americans to 
participate in the electoral process and vote. 

As Chair and in the leadership of the Hel-
sinki Commission, I have supported the posi-
tive steps we are trying to take on this issue, 
yet I remain deeply concerned about those 
who want to move our country backward. 

Perhaps it would help our debate to look at 
the conduct of the 2020 U.S. elections from an 
international perspective, including the conduct 
of elections in conformity with international 
commitments first proposed and advocated by 
the United States more than 30 years ago. 

The United States has been one of five 
countries thus far where the OSCE Parliamen-
tary Assembly has observed elections during 
the unprecedented challenges of the pan-
demic, and a German parliamentarian re-
ported on its findings on February 26. He did 
not point fingers at us and accuse. He men-
tioned the positive as well as the negative. He 
is clearly a friend who cares, as most of the 
OSCE observers undoubtedly were. 

As a previous election observer in the 
OSCE region, I can also attest, that the code 
of conduct makes it is extremely unlikely that 
the OSCE election observation could be 
steered in support of any particular agenda 
other than better democracy. 

I therefore want to commend to my col-
leagues the full OSCE Final report ‘‘United 
States of America General Elections, 3 No-
vember 2020, ODIHR Limited Election Obser-
vation Mission’’, which can be found at https:// 
www.osce.org/files/f/documents/7/7/ 
477823_2.pdf. It offers an important perspec-
tive on our elections from persons who rightly 
care about the process, not the result. They 
have observed not only our elections since 
2002 but elections in dozens of other coun-
tries on a regular basis. 

The issues raised in the report are the same 
issues we Americans debate here in Wash-
ington, in our state capitals and through the 
media. I take the conclusions and rec-
ommendations, including criticisms, in this 
election observation report seriously. It serves 
as a helpful guide on what next steps we 
should take to improve our electoral system. I 
believe our election officials and state legisla-
tors should read this report; indeed, I rec-
ommend it to any American who cares about 
his or her country. It is a broad snapshot of 
our entire, complex electoral system. 

Several of the priority recommendations in 
the report deal with voting rights and voter 
identification. Specifically, it says that ‘‘authori-

ties should review existing measures to further 
reduce the number of unregistered voters, in-
cluding addressing burdensome procedures 
and obstacles faced by disadvantaged 
groups.’’ It also says that ‘‘states should make 
every effort to ensure that voter identification 
requirements are equally accessible to all vot-
ers.’’ It also makes specific recommendations 
regarding specific groups of American citizens. 

We do not need to agree about every con-
clusion and recommendation in this report to 
take it seriously. It is a contribution to our de-
bates from a unique perspective. Moreover, 
our acceptance of international observation 
serves a useful function in our foreign policy. 
OSCE election observation has encouraged 
practices giving voters a real choice in numer-
ous other countries, many of which were once 
repressive, one-party communist states but 
are now our friends and even, in some cases, 
allies. The United States initiated this effort 
with the OSCE and contributes significantly to 
election observation missions elsewhere, pro-
viding the expertise that comes with our expe-
rience. If we are to encourage other govern-
ments to take this effort seriously and imple-
ment recommendations, we need to set the 
example ourselves. Unfortunately, several 
U.S. states greatly restrict or even prohibit 
international observation. This is something 
which must change as we prepare for mid- 
term elections in 2022 and general elections in 
2024. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 95TH 
BIRTHDAY OF JEAN ZARANKO 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Jean Zaranko on the occa-
sion of her 95th birthday. Mrs. Zaranko was 
born on June 10, 1926. She was raised in 
Taylor Township, Michigan. She completed 
school up to 8th grade and then worked as an 
elevator operator at the Griswold Building in 
Downtown Detroit but felt like she needed to 
do something more for her country during 
World War II. 

At the age of 17 she altered her birth certifi-
cate in order to join the war effort at the Wil-
low Run Bomber Plant in Ypsilanti Township. 
Jean was originally hired as a welder but be-
came a riveter, working on the center wing of 
the B–24 and sometimes slipping notes into 
the wings for servicemembers to find. As a 
Rosie the Riveter, Jean’s hard work, grit, and 
patriotism not only sustained the American 
war effort, but paved a path for the next gen-
eration of working women. 

She came to meet her first husband Mos-
cow Lambert after a man at a bus stop at Wil-
low Run had broken his glasses and asked for 
assistance in writing to his son who was serv-
ing overseas. This began a two-year affair, 
constantly exchanging calls and letters until 
they finally met one day at the Train Depot in 
Detroit where he proposed to her that day. To-
gether, they had four sons and were married 
for nine years before Moscow passed away 
due to an accident at the steel plant where he 
worked. She later married Mr. Zaranko and 
they were together for 52 years. 

A proud Rosie, even now she has remained 
an active member of our community. She feels 
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that she is here to give her time and efforts to 
others when they need it and is God’s tool to 
help others. Her lifelong commitment to serv-
ice reminds us all of the impact that the 
Rosies have had on our state and nation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in celebrating Jean Zaranko on her 
95th birthday. I join with her family, including 
twenty grandchildren and twenty-one great 
grandchildren, and friends in extending my 
best and warmest wishes to her on this spe-
cial day. I am proud to honor her life, her ac-
complishments, and her invaluable contribu-
tions to our nation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RENA 
ANN GEORGE 

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Rena Ann George, 
a beloved resident of Winslow, Arizona, who 
passed away last month. 

In 2019, my staff and I had the privilege of 
visiting Rena and her husband, Herbert, at 
their home in Winslow. During this visit, I 
spoke with Rena and Herbert about the im-
pacts they experienced over the past four dec-
ades as a result of their forced relocation fol-
lowing the 1974 Navajo-Hopi Land Settlement 
Act. 

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to 
meet with the George family, learn about their 
life, and see some of Rena’s beautiful arts and 
crafts. 

Throughout her life, Rena dedicated herself 
wholeheartedly to her family, her many com-
munities, and her arts and crafts business. 

Her kindness, warmth, and hard work have 
made a profound impact on her community 
and her loved ones. 

Pat and I are keeping Rena’s family, friends, 
and the entire Winslow community in our pray-
ers as we mourn her passing. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MRS. CORDELIA 
LEWIS-BURKS 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. CARSON. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor my mentor and friend, Mrs. Cordelia 
Lewis-Burks, a remarkable Hoosier who has 
dedicated her life to the service of others. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Cordelia has 
fought tirelessly for inclusion, equality, and jus-
tice through the election of qualified diverse in-
dividuals. 

Ms. Cordelia discovered a love of politics 
from an early age, inspired by her father who 
was a pastor in West Virginia. Recognizing the 
importance of policy as a means to help her 
community, she engaged in political efforts as 
a young woman after moving to Chicago by 
volunteering for a local Congressional cam-
paign. 

In 1959, Ms. Cordelia moved to Indiana 
where she worked as a licensed practical 
nurse for two decades before accepting an in-

ternship with the A. Philip Randolph Institute. 
She next embarked on a career with the sen-
ior constituency group of the American Fed-
eration of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (AFL–CIO). Ms. Cordelia contin-
ued her work with unions for many years. In 
1989, she served as chief lobbyist for the Indi-
ana branch of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees Union 
(AFSCME), and then as the Director of Politics 
and Legislation until 2005. 

Ms. Cordelia served as a precinct com-
mitteewoman in the 7th Congressional District 
of Indiana for forty years, promoting the impor-
tance of voting. She has worked on local and 
national campaigns, including Bill Clinton’s 
1996 presidential campaign and Barack 
Obama’s 2004 Illinois senate campaign. On 
March 20, 2021 she will end her 15 year ten-
ure as the Vice-Chair for the Indiana Demo-
cratic Party. 

Ms. Cordelia has been honored as one of 
the City of Indianapolis’s 100 most influential 
Black citizens and has received Indiana’s 
highest honor, the Sagamore of the Wabash 
Award. She is also a recipient of the Rosa 
Parks award, Rosa Parks Trail Blazer Award, 
as well as the Sojourner Truth Award. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the outstanding achievements and 
remarkable life of an Indiana treasure, Mrs. 
Cordelia Lewis-Burks and extend our best 
wishes for her future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF GERRY PELISSERO 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the service of Gerry 
Pelissero, who recently retired after serving 
the people of Gogebic County as the clerk of 
court and register of deeds for more than two 
decades. Through his tireless work ethic and 
devotion to the common good, Gerry has be-
come an indispensable part of the state of 
Michigan. 

A U.P. native, Gerry graduated from Bes-
semer’s A.D. Johnston High School in 1977. 
After studying broadcasting at the Brown Insti-
tute in Minneapolis, Gerry returned to Gogebic 
County to become a radio personality and 
sports director at WUPM in Ironwood. Fol-
lowing his career in radio, Gerry worked as an 
agent with Prudential Financial for 11 years 
before deciding to run for county clerk in Janu-
ary of 2000. He would go on to win the elec-
tion and serve five terms in office as clerk of 
court and register of deeds for Gogebic Coun-
ty. In this role, Gerry oversaw the moderniza-
tion of the clerk’s office—moving from phone 
calls and faxes to email and other digital tech-
nology. His dedication and leadership allowed 
the county’s functions—including the courts 
and administrating elections—to run smoothly, 
and the impact of his work cannot be over-
stated. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my constitu-
ents, I ask you to join me in honoring the ca-
reer and service of Gerry Pelissero. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
the First District is home to such a selfless 
leader. On behalf of my constituents, I wish 
Gerry all the best in his future endeavors. 

WELCOMING THE MS. ARKANSAS 
SENIOR AMERICA PAGEANT 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the work of the Ms. Arkan-
sas Senior America Pageant in the State of 
Arkansas and welcome the competitors to my 
hometown of Hot Springs. 

The Ms. Senior America Pageant seeks to 
improve the lives of seniors and those around 
them by advocating for personal growth 
through continuing higher education and com-
munity service. Celebrating ‘‘the Age of Ele-
gance,’’ this pageant seeks to promote the 
value of our senior citizens’ experience and 
wisdom, while choosing someone who rep-
resents the dignity, beauty, and contributions 
of the elderly to our communities. 

I thank the reigning Ms. Arkansas Senior 
America and Fourth District native, Ms. Shar-
on Morgan Tahaney, for her service in the last 
year. After years of writing and speaking on 
leadership, Ms. Tahaney now represents the 
State of Arkansas with grace. I believe she 
was right when she said that ‘‘there are no 
limits in life based on age, just on attitude.’’ 
She, along with an organization led by Ms. 
Pattie Genovese, is working hard to expand 
this year’s State competition in hopes of pro-
viding a larger platform for senior ladies to 
share their wisdom, experiences, and knowl-
edge. 

I take this time today to celebrate the work 
of this organization and its leaders and wel-
come them all to Hot Springs. It is my hope 
that our nation will derive from them a beau-
tiful example of perseverance, hard work, and 
service. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
KENTUCKY RIFLE TEAM 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Coach Harry Mullins and the members 
of the University of Kentucky Rifle Team on 
winning the 2021 NCAA Rifle National Cham-
pionship. This is the third national title for the 
outstanding program, located in Lexington, 
Kentucky. 

The Wildcats were undefeated and ranked 
number one in the country last season when 
the COVID–19 pandemic caused the NCAA 
Championships to be canceled. These impres-
sive student-athletes stayed focused through-
out the 2021 season and earned the cham-
pionship on March 13 in Columbus, Ohio. 
Mary Tucker, named Most Outstanding Per-
former at the event, earned gold in both the 
smallbore and air rifle. Teammate Will Shaner 
earned silver in air rifle. 

Coach Harry Mullins has led the Rifle Team 
at the University of Kentucky since 1987. I 
thank him for his leadership and his dedication 
to these student-athletes. He has built an ex-
cellent program of which all Kentuckians can 
be proud. 
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